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Midases left, Joseph and his brother, Lothar, had been severely beaten. In

November 1938, during Kristallnacht, Nazi thugs attacked the two men,

both in their sixties, and forced them to sign a document relinquishing

ownership of the successful plate glass company that had been in the family

for generations.69

Within 4 days of receiving Erich's request for help, Arthur Sulzberger

signed the affidavits for the Midases who reached London 1week before

the war started. Iphigene's aunt sponsored Lothar and his wife. By spring

1941, the Midases wanted to join their son and his family in the United

States, but their affidavits were too old. In April 1941, Erich Midas asked

Sulzberger to sign new ones, which he did promptly.7° The visa bureau

cracy was not so swift. No action had been taken on the visa applications

when the policy making immigration more difficult for those with close

relatives still under Nazi control went into effect. The policy changes

also transferred visa-issuing authority from consuls in individual coun

tries to the State Department in Washington. Although a Times editorial
had promised that under the new procedures "action on visas will be ex

pedited," that was not to be. Processing applications proceeded slowly,

leaving 4,500 applications backed up by mid-September.7I The Midases'

applications, which had been resubmitted to the State Department, were

caught in that logjam.

By November 1941, the situation had not improved. Even an antic

ipated liberalization of the "close relatives" policy was not realized in

practice. When the State Department issued formal federal regulations in

November, they were indeed more liberal on paper, due in part to lobby

ing from refugee agencies, including McDonald's advisory committee.72

The regulations specified that the continued presence of a close relative in

Europe could supplement other reasons for denying a visa, but the regu

lations suggested that relatives alone could not be the basis for a denial. As

applied, however, the "close relatives" policy still threatened to exclude

refugees,73 as Arthur Sulzberger soon learned.

Citing the November regulations, the chief of the visa division in
formed Erich Midas in March 1942 that his parents' case "has not re
sulted in a favorable recommendation to the American consular officer

concerned." Presumably, the State Department was concerned thatJoseph

Midas' younger brother, Hugo, was still in Germany. (Hugo Midas and

his wife, Lilly, eventually were deported from Furth to their deaths.)

Erich Midas forwarded the State Department letter to Sulzberger who


