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July 2011 

 

From the Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism (SEAS) 

The SEAS Monitor 
 
Dear Friends,  

 

I hope that you are all well! This is the July issue of “The SEAS Monitor.” It is a way for 

me to keep you informed about my work as the Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat 

anti-Semitism. Please click for previous copies. 

 

Please enjoy and keep in touch. 

All the best to you,      www.state.gov/g/drl/seas/ 

Hannah         www.facebook.com/SERosenthal 

@HannahAtState 
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EVENTS: 

Play: “The Last Act of Lilka Kadison”  
 

 
Photo courtesy of Lookingglass Theatre Company 

 

On July 1, I attended the play “The Last Act of Lilka Kadison” at the Lookingglass 

Theatre in Chicago, Illinois, and led a post-show discussion of this incredibly 

moving – at times funny, at others, painful – play which was inspired by the life 

and work of Johanna Cooper. It depicts the life of Lilka Kadison, from her escape 

from pre-World War II Poland to seventy years later in her home in Los Angeles. 

It is my hope that this play will be shown in many venues. If it does show in your 

neighborhood, please do not wait to see it.   

 

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH: 

Meeting with the Estonian Jewish Community 
 

The head and three members of the Estonian Jewish community met with our staff 

on June 23 to seek U.S. government help to connect the community with the U.S. 

Holocaust Memorial Museum for access to translated archives and with Jewish 

organizations for further financial support for local projects. 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 

I visited Bosnia and Herzegovina from July 10-13 and was honored to participate 

in the 16th anniversary commemoration ceremony of the Srebrenica genocide. On 

July 11, 1995, over 8,000 Muslim men and boys were systematically killed by the 

Army of Republika Srpska led by General Ratko Mladic. On May 25, 2011, 

Mladic was arrested, extradited to The Hague, and charged with genocide, war 

crimes, and crimes against humanity.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srebrenica_massacre
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During the commemoration ceremony, I joined U.S. Ambassador Moon, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina Presidency Member Bakir Izetbegovic, Croatian President Ivo 

Josipovic and Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bulent Arinc as they addressed the 

gathering. Grand Mufti Mustafa Ceric of Bosnia and Herzegovina led Islamic 

prayers for the 613 victims whose remains were laid to rest by over 40,000 

mourners.  

 

I also addressed 20 international students at the Srebrenica-Potocari Memorial 

Center who were participating in Summer University Srebrenica, a two-month 

annual program for postgraduate Masters and PhD students and researchers in the 

fields of genocide, transitional justice, post-conflict studies, and human rights. I 

noted that we all have important responsibilities to ensure that genocide never 

occurs in the future. It is our duty to speak out against genocide, no matter who the 

victim. As the daughter of a Holocaust survivor, it is especially meaningful for me 

to speak out against genocide of Muslims. We should never forget the terrible 

crimes that took place there. We must prevent it around the world.  

 

During my time in Sarajevo, I participated in the Centropa Summer Academy 

program and addressed 70 educators from 14 countries. They were part of the 

Centropa program which trains teachers from Eastern European countries to 

introduce the concept of historical memory into Holocaust education so that 

students learn about how Jews lived rather than how they died.   

 

As part of Centropa’s program, I met with members of the small local Jewish 

community, whose president, Jakob Finci, led the Jewish humanitarian aid society 

Paying respects with U.S. Ambassador Moon to the remains of 613 

victims of the Srebrenica genocide before the burial ceremony on 

July 11 2011.  
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La Benevolencija to provide non-partisan aid to all members of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina’s religious communities during the Bosnian War. You can watch a 

short ten minute film made by Centropa on La Benevolencija’s work during the 

war here. I also met with leaders of the Inter-religious Council of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, which was formed in 1997 to promote religious tolerance and 

dialogue between the four main religious groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

Bosniak Muslims, Orthodox Serbs, Catholic Croats, and Jews. Later in the 

program, I had the opportunity to learn about Casa Sefarad-Israel, an institution 

which promotes Jewish and Israeli culture in Spain and around the world. In 1492 

when the Jews were expelled from Spain, they travelled east, and many of them 

settled in the Balkans. There is strong evidence of that culture everywhere.  

 

I also had the opportunity to see the Sarajevo Haggadah, which still has wine stains 

and notes in the margins. It has survived since 1492 when Jews brought it with 

them fleeing the Spanish Inquisition. It still exists due to the efforts of Muslim 

individuals who protected it during World War II and, most recently, the Bosnian 

War. During World War II, a Muslim cleric hid the book from the Nazis and later 

returned it to the Jewish community. Muslim officials also hid the manuscript 

during the Bosnian War and presented to the Jewish community at the war’s end. It 

is now displayed in the National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking with Sarajevo Canton Minister of Education, Emir 

Suljagic, in the Memorial Room of the Srebrenica-Potocari 

Memorial Center. The exhibit behind them displays the personal 

effects of Srebrenica victims, and was inspired by the exhibits in the 

United States Holocaust Museum. 

 

http://www.benevolencija.eu.org/content/category/1/18/35/
http://centropastudent.org/?typ=sprache&fLang=ENG&movID=44&nID=78&q=m&PHPSESSID=6b1dc00deb5e9970b64778ee02d4eae1
http://www.mrv.ba/en/about-us
http://www.mrv.ba/en/about-us
http://www.casasefarad-israel.es/en/
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With my focus on education, I met with the Federation Education Minister Damir 

Masic and Emir Suljagic, the Minister of Education for the Sarajevo Canton. We 

discussed the prevalence of anti-Semitism in school textbooks and efforts to end 

segregation in the Federation through “two schools under one roof.” I also 

promoted my 2011 Hours Against Hate campaign. Both Masic and Suljagic 

welcomed collaboration with the United States government to address these 

problems, and they expressed interest in participating in 2011 Hours Against Hate. 

Suljagic told me that Bosnia is on the front-lines of combating hate speech and 

fighting for secular education. He noted that The Open Society’s study, “National 

Group Subjects: What are We Teaching Our Children,” documents examples of 

hate speech in Bosnia’s textbooks, including anti-Semitism.  

 

After bringing members of the non-governmental organization Civitas to the 

OSCE Conference on Tolerance last year, I was happy to meet with them again in 

Sarajevo. Civitas, the leading civic education NGO in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

seeks to strengthen civil society by promoting democracy, human rights, and 

multiculturalism. It publishes teaching materials in all three official languages 

(Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian), and carries out a large-scale youth program 

which includes an inter-ethnic home stay and an issue-based task force called 

Mlade Snage (Youth Forces). I met students from Mlade Snage to discuss their 

magazine Budjenje (Awakening), which will feature my 2011 Hours Against Hate 

campaign.  

 

I participated in a new media roundtable on anti-Semitism, human rights, and 

tolerance issues with journalists and bloggers from the three parts of Bosnia-

Herzegovina. We discussed key issues relating to hate, inter-ethnic and inter-

religious conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and I introduced my 2011 Hours 

Against Hate campaign. Most troubling was their report that whenever they write 

about inter-ethnic hatred, their lives are threatened.  

 

Through my interactions and meetings with government officials, religious leaders, 

and members of civil society and the press, the constant thread was the need for 

increased religious tolerance and inter-religious cooperation. I look forward to 

working in partnership with everyone I met in Bosnia and Herzegovina to promote 

acceptance, respect, and tolerance.  

 

MEDIA: 

Interview: WISC-TV Editorial Board 
 

On June 30, I was interviewed by the WISC-TV (CBS affiliate) Editorial Board in 

Madison, Wisconsin. You can read more here.  

http://www.channel3000.com/news/28412050/detail.html
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Interview: Mishpacha magazine 
 

On July 28, I was interviewed by Rabbi Eytan Kobre, the U.S. desk editor of 

Mishpacha, a weekly Jewish Orthodox family magazine. The interview was for 

Mischpacha’s “A Few Minutes With…” feature. You can read Mishpacha here.    

 

Interview: “Viewpoint with James Zogby” 
 

Also on July 28, I was interviewed by James Zogby on his television program, 

“Viewpoint with James Zogby.” He founded the Arab American Institute in 

Washington, DC. The program interviews policymakers about Middle Eastern and 

global affairs. I spoke about the six worrisome global trends of anti-Semitism, and 

the importance of teaching about the Holocaust. Callers from the US and from the 

Middle East called in with questions. Afterward, James Zogby commented “when 

else has there been a discussion about the Holocaust to an Arab audience?” You 

can watch the interview here and read more about Viewpoint and the Arab 

American Institute here.  

 

DOMESTIC OUTREACH: 
 

On June 28, I addressed the NCSJ Board of Governors meeting in Washington, 

DC. The NSCJ advocates on behalf of Jews in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic States 

and Eurasia. I reported on trends of anti-Semitism in the former Soviet Union and 

affirmed the need for civil society and government to work together to monitor and 

combat anti-Semitism.  
 

 

 

I was honored to attend the 48th Annual Convention for the Islamic Conference 

of North America (ISNA) in Rosemont, Illinois. The theme of the Convention 

Panel Discussion at ISNA Convention on July 3, 2011.  

http://www.mishpacha.com/
http://www.aaiusa.org/dr-zogby/entry/viewpoint-with-james-zogby-7-28-2011/
http://www.aaiusa.org/pages/about-viewpoint-with-james-zogby
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was “Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Living in Harmony.”   On July 3, I       

participated in a panel discussion entitled, “Examining Muslim-Jewish Relations 

and Successful Interfaith Dialogue,” in which we spoke about interreligious 

cooperation to fight both anti-Semitism and hatred of Muslims. I shared the 

success of the experience joining Imams at Dachau and Auschwitz, and asking 

Muslims to condemn anti-Semitism, and for more Jews, Christians, and others to 

condemn hatred of Muslims. 
 

On Wednesday, July 6, I met with representatives from America’s Unofficial 

Ambassadors, a new initiative by the NGO Creative Learning. They discussed 

their program, which encourages Americans to volunteer a week of their time to 

work in a Muslim majority country.  It is a great fit with my 2011 Hours Against 

Hate campaign. You can find more about their organization here. 

 

I spoke at the Third Annual Lantos Anti-Semitism and Holocaust Denial 

Archives Commemoration at the U.S. Capitol on July 27, sponsored by MEMRI 

and the Tom Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice. MEMRI presented  

 

 

 

 

 

its annual report on anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial in the Middle East. I 

described my efforts to engage Muslim leaders to speak out against intolerance, 

and the imperative of partnerships in advancing mutual respect. After the event, I 

was interviewed by The Washington Times about my work as the Special Envoy. 

You can read the article here. 
 

Speaking at the Third Annual Lantos 

Anti-Semitism and Holocaust Denial 

Archives Commemoration 
 

http://unofficialambassadors.com/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/jul/27/fight-against-holocaust-denial-far-from-over/
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That evening, at an ADL-sponsored event celebrating Catholic-Jewish relations 

at the Italian Embassy in Washington, DC, I addressed a group of Catholics and 

Jews about the importance of education and partnership. I praised thirteen Catholic 

school educators who chose to participate in an annual training program, Bearing 

Witness, to teach about anti-Semitism and the Holocaust to their students. 

 

 

 

 

On July 28, I participated in a dinner and dialogue session with members of the 

Chicago Jewish Council on Urban Affairs. We discussed Jewish and Muslim 

collaboration and community building.  
 

AT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE: 

 Saudi Arabian Ambassador Al-Jubeir 
 

On July 6, I met with Ambassador Al-Jubeir of Saudi Arabia. I shared discussions 

I had with the Saudi Minister of Education and the Minister of Culture during my 

Middle East trip last month. We also discussed intolerance in Saudi textbooks, my 

separate meetings with individuals from Saudi civil society, and my meeting with 

the woman who is reintroducing “Sesame Street” to Saudi Arabia. Ambassador Al-

Jubeir stated that he is committed to working with us to eradicate all forms of 

intolerance in Saudi education materials. 

 

Hungarian State Secretary Dr. Andras Levente Gal 
 

On July 20, Stacy Bernard Davis, my Senior Advisor, met with Dr. Andras 

Levente Gal, the Hungarian State Secretary in the Ministry of Public 

Speaking at the ADL-sponsored event 

celebrating Catholic-Jewish relations 

at the Italian Embassy in DC 



9 
 

Administration and Justice and members of his staff, as well as the Hungarian 

Ambassador to the U.S.  Dr. Gal wanted to establish contact with our office to 

communicate directly on Jewish issues. Gal affirmed that the Hungarian 

government is both monitoring and combating intolerance and hate in Hungarian 

society, but would appreciate any advice. Davis described our efforts and 

recommended that the Hungarian government partner with civil society groups like 

we have done. Gal affirmed the need to combat anti-Semitism through education. 

 

We also asked Gal about comments he made at Hungary’s Holocaust Memorial 

Centre a few months ago. Gal had stated that an image at the Memorial Centre 

misleadingly linked the Hungarian Holocaust with Hungary’s reacquisition of 

former Hungarian territories under the Nazi regime. Gal emphasized that he had 

criticized the image because it conflated these two separate events. Many 

Hungarians believe that the Treaty of Trianon (1920) (which greatly reduced 

Hungarian territory) was unjust and thus support the return of these territories. He 

emphasized, however, that all Hungarians deplore the Holocaust as unacceptable 

and tragic.  

 

Interview: Oral History Pilot Project 
 

On July 27, I was interviewed by the U.S. Department of State’s Office of the 

Historian. The Office of the Historian recently launched an Oral History Pilot 

Project to document the unique role of the State Department’s Special Envoys and 

Representatives. I was honored to be one of their initial interviewees for this 

project. 

 

Personal Reflections on anti-Semitism in the Balkans 
 

As it happened, while I was traveling to Bosnia and Herzegovina in July, Adela 

Levis, my assistant, was traveling there for a three-week summer holiday. Adela 

was born in Zagreb, Croatia, but her family left with the start of the war in 1991. 

When she visited family and friends this summer, she was shocked and surprised 

to see anti-Semitism just under the surface. For this reason, I’d now like to draw 

your attention to her experiences below:  
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INTERNET OUTREACH: 
Facebook 

 

I encourage you to “Like” my page on Facebook: “Hannah Rosenthal, Special 

Envoy to Monitor and Combat anti-Semitism.” When you “Like” a page on 

Facebook, it will be listed under your “Activities and Interests” tab, which can be 

found in your Info section. If my page is updated, the update will appear on your 

News Feed on your homepage. 

 

Be sure to follow our weekly posting entitled “Here’s What We’re Hearing: Anti-

Semitism News Updates.” It is through these updates that we monitor global 

incidents around of anti-Semitism. We have also started a new initiative, “Here’s 

What We’re Hearing: Jewish World News Updates” which contain relevant news 

regarding positive efforts to promote tolerance and inter-religious cooperation. 

“I never expected to find anti-Semitism in BiH and Croatia – hatred 

amongst Bosnians, Serbs, and Croats, yes, but not anti-Semitism. Twenty 

years have passed since the start of the war there, and each time I go 

back, I brace myself for the avalanche of hate which is expressed equally 

by all three groups. This time, however, I would learn about a whole 

other side of my beloved Balkans.  

 

During four separate occasions, individuals attempted to convince me 

that Jews are part of a secret society controlling the world and are to 

blame for all woes and wars. These conversations would begin about 

family and life in the USA compared to life in Europe. But as soon as we 

began talking about politics and world affairs, these common, seemingly 

intelligent individuals would claim that Jews and Free Masons control 

the world’s governments and media. They backed up these theories with 

so-called documentaries or websites they had seen. No amount of 

reasoning or logic could change their mind. 

 

Explaining away all the world’s problems by blaming one group or by 

naming an enemy seems to give people a sort of satisfaction. This 

shortcut to understanding the world and politics through simplistic and 

hateful theories is dangerous; my jaw dropped when I pulled out a copy 

of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion from a bookshelf while visiting 

someone’s house. They had bought it on the beach while vacationing in 

Montenegro.” 

- Adela Levis, Assistant to the Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat 

Anti-Semitism 
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Instructions: 

Once you are signed into Facebook, search for my name and title: Hannah 

Rosenthal, Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat anti-Semitism. The “Like” 

button is at the top of my page and has a thumbs-up symbol. The symbol 

disappears once you have “Liked” the page. 

 

State.gov 
 

Aside from following me on Facebook, I encourage all of you to visit my page on 

the Department of State’s website. You can quickly find my page by clicking here. 

Or you can follow these instructions: Begin by going to the Department of State’s 

homepage: www.state.gov. Then, please click on the “Democracy and Global 

Affairs” tab in the white toolbar. Then, please click on “Bureau of Democracy, 

Human Rights, and Labor (DRL),” and then click on “Monitoring and Combating 

Anti-Semitism” in the left vertical column. Here you will information about my 

office, as well as remarks, press releases, past issues of The Monitor, photos, and 

information about my 2011 Hours Against Hate campaign.  

 

HumanRights.gov 
 

I also encourage you to visit HumanRights.gov, which is the US government’s 

official website for human rights related information. You can access the 

homepage here, and you can access my personal page here.  

Twitter 
 

Please also follow me on twitter! You can find me at: @HannahAtState. 

 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/seas/
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.humanrights.gov/
http://www.humanrights.gov/2011/04/28/seas/
http://twitter.com/#!/HannahAtState
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://w3mag.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Twitter-256x256.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.w3mag.com/2009/08/19/beautiful-twitter-icon-sets-mega-pack/&usg=__GJahw8u8Lw9fUxvceeWzDDDCSw4=&h=256&w=256&sz=28&hl=en&start=1&sig2=x9ayWkt_hhLSHLUVA3Tojw&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=j7de1aAYKAVYfM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&prev=/search?q=twitter+icon&hl=en&sa=G&biw=995&bih=584&gbv=2&tbm=isch&ei=lx3ETZS2F8rx0gGD1ozRCA

